




That Spelman library is inadequate might appear to 
be a strong statement; nevertheless, it is true. Over the 
past three years there has been little change in the 
efficiency of the library. The library is too small; the 
collection of books is not varied enough to meet the 
total needs of Spelman students; the reference books 
and periodicals are limited, and it is not atypical to find 
missing sections of a periodical collection. Not to 
mention that though Spelman has the best Black 
collection in the Atlanta University Center, it does not 
have the array of books that a Black institution should 
have and the floor squeaks so that it is difficult to study 
without external noises.
But it is not enough to state the malfunctions of the 
Spelman library. We must investigate how and why the 
library got in its present state and why many four year 
Spelmanites have not seen any progressive change in the 
library’s development.
Most students are not aware of the fact that the 
library listed in the Spelman College Comparison of
Summer in Africa by Amelia K. Hamilton
Claudia Kelly - Extreme Right At Women Conference in Dabar Senegal.
Ms. Claudia Kelly, who is pictured at the far left in 
theabove photo is an economics major at Spelman 
College and was one of the ten participants in the 
1974 Africa-Aid Cooperative Work Study Program this 
summer. The Africa-Aid program is co-ordinated by 
the Agency for International Development at the State 
Department in Washington D.C. and according to Ms. 
Kelly it consists of three phases. Phase one of the 
program is a three week economic development course 
at North Carolina A & T State University in 
Greensboro, North Carolina. Phase two involved a job 
experience for Ms. Kelly at the State Department for 
three weeks. In this position she attended economics 
seminars and studied the economic developments and 
general data of Dabar Senegal, the African country to
which she was assigned. In the final phase of the 
program Ms. Kelly was sent to Dabar, Senegal, on the 
coast of West Africa for 4/d months. In Senegal she 
worked at the A.I.D. mission with the Regional 
Department Officers as a regular employee and was 
given various assignments from the agency.
At the close of the 4'4 month period this fall, Ms. 
Kelly returned to Spelman College to complete her 
requirements for graduation; whe will be eligible to 
apply for the 2 year graduate program with the State 
Department. The Program has inspired her to pursue a 
career in economic development in the African Bureau 
with the Agency for International Development.
Good Luck Claudia Kelly, we at Spelman know you 
will make it.
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Revenue and Expenditures by Percent of Budget is only 
allocated three percent of the revenue or money capital 
over a four year period. It has the lowest amount of 
expenditure of the school budget.
What this means is that the Spelman library which 
goes under the title of “Academic Support” is at the 
bottom of the administrative priority list.
Administration apathy is not the only factor that 
perpetuates the condition of the library. The Spelman 
faculty as a whole has not exploited the resources 
available. Faculty members can order any books 
necessary for classes or for expansion of the book 
collection. Many instructors do not do this. If an 
instructor requests that a student go to another 
institution to get material, it is the student’s 
responsibility to ask, the instructor if he or she has 
requested the Spelman library to get the material. A 
student’s library need should be met by the institution 
in which the student is enrolled.
Mrs. Mickleberry, the Spelman librarian since 1943, is 
the first to agree with the fact that Spelman’s library is 
no where near its potential. She has worked diligently 
within a bureaucracy where her cries are seldom heard or 
listened to. She has lead the schools in pushing for better 
library service but she is plagued with a limited budget, 
under-staffed with professionally skilled persons in the 
area of library science and gets little cooperation from 
the faculty.
An inadequate library can hinder intellectual inquiry 
which is what an institution of higher learning should 
stimulate. We, Spelman Women, have a responsibility. 
We must not be apathetic for apathy represents 
stagnation and to become stagnant is to become dead 
and unchanging like the library has been for many years. 
Let’s push to make Spelman better. Voice your opinion 
to the library, to SGA and to our college president. 
Write descriptions of what’s wrong and how it can 




In the recent years the field of Communications has 
opened new career avenues for Blacks, particularly Black 
women. Each year more and more Black women enter 
the communications field or take an interest in some 
area of the work. It’s quite natural these days to turn on 
a T.V. set and see a Black female anchor-person, news 
reporter or show hostess; or to turn on radio or pick up 
a magazine and see or hear the works by or under the 
leadership of Black women. Here at Spelman an 
increasing number of sisters are involving themselves in 
communications and making noteworthy 
accomplishments in the field.
Clark College Communications Department is rapidly 
gaining recognition and popularity, and moving along 
with its growth are numerous Black women particularly 
the women of Spelman College. At the opening of Clark’s 
F.M. radio station WCLK, 91.9 F.M., last year the highest 
staff position to be held by a student was held by a woman 
from Spelman College-Shelby Allen. Shelby like many of 
the students on the yard interested in communications, 
spent half of her class time at Clark in the media class 
rooms of McPheeters-Dennis studying and becoming an 
expert in some aspect of the field. She also had an 
opportunity to do professional work which she was able 
to obtain through Clark. Ms. Allen’s case is an outstand­
ing one for a young Black woman in media but it is also 
rather common for women in media on the yard.
There is an endless list of Spelman Women who are 
doing fantastic things in communications which is one ot 
the highest paying job fields. Belba Davis, Brenda Siler 
and Terry Cornwell all host shows on WCLK and work 
In other areas of the station. A number of Spelman 
women served and are presently serving internships in
places like WSB-T.V. station, advertising firms, etc., 
Amelia Hamilton, who is well known in the 
communications department .at Clark has served 
internships at WSB and the Coca-Cola Company. She has 
had several opportunities to be exposed to all facets of 
the professional media world. Ms. Hamilton lias written 
and produced a professional T.V. show, a documentary 
film, a commercial and a number of class projects. Yet as 
Ms. Allen her accomplishments are just a few of the many 
that Spelman women have performed.
The women of Spelman along with sisters of Clark 
formed a professional organization, College Women in 
Broadcasting, which is a little sister chapter io American 
Women in Radio and Television - a national organization 
for women in media. There is no doubt that these sisters 
that are working so hard, will go a long way in media. In 
a short time we will all be looking at their names in 
lights, but it is a pity that right now despite their efforts 
and accomplishments Spelman College has given them 
little or no recognition. It’s perhaps a sad thing to say 
but the sisters in communications at Spelman College 
have only one thing they can surely look to from 
Spelman and that is when their names do make the lights 
that Spelman will then be among the first to claim them.
MISS TORCHBEARER— "THE BLACK WOMAN” 
REGRESSION
by Amelia Hamilton
On Friday, October 18, the Black women of Spelman 
College witnessed the regression of their race of some 30 
years at Morehouse College and hopefully the last Ms. 
Torchbearer Pagent 74—75.
Twelve of Spelman College’s beautiful Black sisters 
and one other newcomer on the scene lined up to 
compete for the crown of Miss Torchbearer — the 
supposely Black Queen for Morehouse’s Alumni. The 
Miss Torchbearer Pageant which was held in Spelman 
College’s Cafeteria “free of charge” was a 314 hour 
display of Black beauty, talent and intelligence. The 
“Sisters” of Spelman worked very hard in preparing and 
financing themselves in hope of being chosen as 
Morehouse’s (particularly Alumni) representation of 
Black womanhood. Much to everyone’s surprise, not one 
of the twelve sisters was selected to reign as the first Miss 
Torchbearer. Instead Judy Jones a girl from some island 
in the Caribbean was selected on basis which are still a 
mystery to many of us here on the “Yard”.
Her selection as queen cause quite an uproar among 
the Black women at Spelman and some of the men at 
Morehouse.
Question’s were raised as to what was the criteria for 
Ms. Torchbearer why was it even necessary to select a 
Ms. Torchbearer, where does she fit in, in the Carnation 
of Miss Maroon and White, what purposes will she fill, 
why wasn’t Miss Maroon and White recognized at the 
pageant by the men of Morehouse. And what is the 
Morehouse Man’s ideal of Beauty?
Ms. Jones is a very, very fair skinned lady with very 
long light brown hair. I think her physical features and 
the fact that she is not a native Afro-American played a 
major part in her success and was aldo the cause of all 
the controversy. As the old saying goes “anything but a 
Nigger will do”.
Whatever the Ms. Torchbearer Pageant was based on, 
we can rest assured that could not have been based on 
talent nor Black consciousness since the two most 
talented and conscientious sisters of the pageant were 
placed in the background as the little Black servants, 
were placed behind “Ms. Ann” in the days of slavery. 
Miss Jones’ selection over twelve sisters was an insult to 
Black women, particularly the Black women of Spelman. 
The men and alumni of Morehouse may as well have told 
the women of Spelman-who are for the most part Black, 
that our skin is too dark and our hair is too kinky to 
serve as their ideal of beauty.
I am seriously concerned about the minds of Black 
people today particularly the young people in the center 
who are the leaders of tomorrow. It seems instead of 
progressing that we are allowing ourselves to regress and 
be put back in time by the old brain washed ideas of 
some elders and the past.
I am also concerned about the Morehouse Boys who 
obviously fall short of being a man since the Alumni has 
to come in and make decisions for them. And if you are 
asking what decisions, — Morehouse Boys — then you 
know why you fall short. It is a sad thing to say but it 
seems that the strong and proud Black woman must 










The Spelman Spotlight is published by-monthly by 
the students of Spelman College. Signed letters and 
columns do not necessarily reflect the opinion of the 
Spotlight Staff. Unsigned editorials reflect the opinion 
of the majority of the staff.
The Spotlight welcomes letters expressing views and 
opinions on any subject. Letters and articles must be 
typed and triple spaced and must be signed by the 
author (names can be withheld from publication upon 
consent of the editor.) Once articles and letters are 
received they become the property of the Spotlight.
BLACK QUEEN OF BEAUTY, THOU HAS GIVEN 
COLOUR TO THE WORLD! AMONG OTHER WOMEN 
THOU ART ROYAL AND THE FAIREST! LIKE THE 
BRIGHTEST OF JEWELS IN THE REGAL DIADEM, 
SHINEST THOU, GODDESS OF AFRICA, NATURE’S 
PUREST EMBLEM! BLACK MEN WORSHIP AT THY 
VIRGINAL SHRINE OF TRUEST LOVE, BECAUSE 
IN THINE EYES ARE VIRTUE’S STEADY AND 
HOLY MARK, AS WE SEE IN NO OTHER, CLOTHES 
IN SILK OR FINE LINEN, FROM ANCIENT VENUS, 
THE GODDESS, TO MYTHICAL HELEN. WHEN 
AFRICA STOOD AT THE HEAD OF THE ELDER 
NATIONS, THE GODS USED TO TRAVEL FROM 
FOREIGN LANDS TO LOOK AT THEE: ON COUCH 
OF COSTLY EASTERN MATERIALS, ALL 
PERFUMED, RECLINED THEE, AS IN THY PATH 
FLOW’RS WERE STREWN—SWEETEST THAT 
BLOOMED.
THY TRANSCENDENT MARVELLOUS BEAUTY 
MADE THE WHOLE WORLD MAD, BRINGING 
SOLOMON TO TEARS AS HE VIEWED THY 
COMELINESS; ANTHONY AND THE CAESARS 
WEPT AT THY ROYAL FEET, PREFERRING DEATH 
THAN TO LEAVE THY PRESENCE, THEIR FOES TO 
MEET. YOU, IN ALL AGES, HAVE ATTRACTED 
THE ADORING WORLD, AND CAUSED MANY 
BANNERS TO BE UNFURLED; YOU HAVE SAT 
UPON EXALTED AND LOFTY EMINENCE, TO SEE 
A WORLD IN YOUR ANCIENT AFRICAN DEFENSE.
TODAY YOU HAVE BEEN DETHRONED, THROUGH 
THE WEAKNESS OF YOUR MEN, WHILE, IN 
FRENZY, THOSE WHO OF YOURS CRAVED YOUR 
SMILES AND YOUR HAND, THOSE WHO WERE ALL 
MONSTERS AND COULD NOT WITH LOVE 
APPROACH YOU------
HAVE INSULTED YOUR PRIDE AND NOW ATTACK 
YOUR GOOD VIRTUE. BECAUSE OF DISUNION 
YOU BECAME MOTHER OF THE WORLD GIVING 
TINGE OF ROBUST COLOUR TO FIVE 
CONTINENTS, MAKING A GREAT WORLD OF 
MILLIONS OF COLOUR RACES, WHOSE CLAIM TO 
BEAUTY IS REFLECTED THROUGH OUR BLACK 
FACES.
FROM THE HANDSOME INDIAN TO THE 
EUROPEAN BRUNETTE, THERE IS A CLAIM FOR 
THAT CREDIT OF THEIR SUNNY BEAUTY THAT 
NO ONE CAN ER’ER TAKE FROM THEE, 0 QUEEN 
OF ALL WOMEN, WHO HAVE BORNE TRIALS AND 
TROUBLES OF RACIAL BURDEN. ONCE MORE WE 
SHALL, IN AFRICA, FIGHT AND CONQUER FOR 
YOU, RESTORING THE PEARLY CROWN THAT 
PROUD QUEEN SHEBA DID WEAR; YES, IT MAY 
MEAN BLOOD, IT MAY MEAN DEATH; BUT STILL 
WE SHALL FIGHT, BEARING OUR BANNERS TO 
VICTORY, MEN OF AFRICA’S MIGHT. SUPERIOR 
ANGELS LOOK LIKE YOU IN HEAVEN ABOVE, 
FOR THOU ART FAIREST, QUEEN OF THE 
REASONS, QUEEN OF OUR LOVE. NO CONDITION 
SHALL MAKE US EVER IN LIFE DESERT THEE, 
SWEET GODDESS OF THE EVER GREEN LAND 
AND PLACID BLUE SEA.
Marcus Garvey
IS SPELMAN PREPARING US 
FOR THE PROFESSIONAL 
WORLD?
by Marian Cobb
Spelman College is described in our catalog as a 
Liberal Arts College for the education of black women.
Most of us are unaware of the connotations of a 
liberal arts college in relation to job opportunities and 
capabilities in the real world. Ideally, a liberal arts 
college is designed for the purpose of producing 
educationally well-rounded individuals for intellectual 
lives in the leisure classes. What does this mean for us? 
Do we consider ourselves members of a leisure class? Are 
we aspiring to become ladies of leisure or working 
women?
Upon an inscrutinous investigation we find that 
maybe Spelman isn’t the ideal liberal arts college but 
neither is it a driving technical institution. Although 
culture, versatility and the ability to move with ease in 
intellectual circles are developed within our students, the 
hard core truths and practices of life are not shielded 
from our learning eyes.
It is a general belief that a liberal arts education is of 
the best sort for women who are seeking to further 
themselves academically; general knowledge in all 
subjects is obtained as opposed to a closed instruction in 
one specialized field. This is a definite advantage whereas 
it affords one the privilege of moving from one area of 
study to the next with ease.
The technical school education is best for those 
whose intentions are primarily geared to labor careers 
that do not deal with the arts. However, the majority of 
modern Black women do not embrace careers of this 
caliber.
A look at the careers chosen by Spelman graduates 
lends proof to this contention; we see that Spelmanites 
seem to be adequately prepared for the careers that they 
choose to pursue. After all our curriculum provides for 
careers in almost any field of study that interests our 
students.
On the other hand, should some of us become lucky 
enough to eventually become “ladies of leisure” the 
education that we’re receiving at Spelman will most 






Since the late sixties the great interest in the 
movement for the liberation of Blacks has died down, 
but it has not dissolved totally. Historically the 
movement has encompassed the interests of the 
Christian Nationalists to the interests of the Communist 
Party. Recently the October League, a Communist 
Organization, held a discussion at the Catholic House in 
the A. U. Center to express their position on the Black 
Liberation Movement today.
Sherman Miller of Detroit, Michigan, a member of the 
Central Committee discussion on September 23. 1974, 
speaking for the League, called for Blacks to join 
together to form a Black United Front which will 
encompass nearly all the classes and strata of Black 
people. He stated that, “The Black workers must be at 
the core of the United Front for they produce the 
wealth and therefore should control it.” Among the 
main objectives of the League are to overthrow the 
capitalist government in the United States and to 
institute a communist form of government which will 
cease to exploit the masses of Blacks.
According to Miller, the October League feels that 
the right of the Black nation to determine its own 
destination is at the heart of the liberation movement. 
Though at this point the October League opposes the 
secession of Black from the United States, it is felt that 
in order for Blacks to acquire political power secession 
must eventually occur. When it is time, it will take place 
in the Black Belt of the South, because it is here that the 
soul of the liberation movement exists.
NEWS BRIEFS
Congratulations!





The Indian Project, Summer of 1974
Horror Night
Campus Trick or Treat
7:00-9:00 p.m.
Movie — 9:00-2:00 a.m.
1. You’ll Like My Mother
2. The House That Dripped Blood 
Admission: A costume or mask
November 3rd Political Forum: Andrew Young - 
Congressman for 4th Congressional 
District
Maynard Jackson — Mayor of Atlanta 




* Convocation - Dedication of New 
and Renovated Buildings
A. U. Center Poetry Session Howe 
Hall-7:30
November 13th * Freshman Assembly Cultural 
Varieties of Spelman Students
November 21st * Spelman Student Government 
Association
November 25th Thanksgiving Dance - Read Hall 
9:00-11:45 p.m.
Admission: Spelman— I can good 
Non-Spelmanities— 50(f
November 26th * General Assembly (Tuesday) The 
Annual Thanksgiving Rally and 
Report of Gifts
* Convocations and Assemblies-All programs are held 
in Sisters Chapel at 10:45 a.m., unless otherwise 
advertised.
Robin Brown Student Advisory Board Chairman has 
begun her year actively with the formation and 
instruction of various committees that will insure easy 
cohesiveness within the chanells between the students 
and the administration.
The Spelman Student Government has already 
gathered a few accomplishments under its belt - a few 
of which are Open Visitation Nightly from 6:00-11:30 
for upper classmen and on weekends for Freshmen; 
New Curfews for Freshmen gentlemen are allotted 5 
minutes in which to insure our safe return to our 
dormitories.
Seniors are urged to keep in close contact with 
Counseling Services and the Placement Center for 
information on various aspects.
The Psychology Department now boasts an honor 
society for psychology majors, the name of which is 
Psi Chi hats off to them!
GRE and LSAT testing sessions have already begun, 
all students interested in achieving high scores on these 
exams are urged to attend these sessions. Contact the 
counseling services.
Congratulations to Margaret Lee and Lena Bonner. 
Both students were recently elected President and 
Vice-President of Spelman’s Political Science Club 
respectively.
The Public Relations office is located on the ground 
floor of the College Center; telephone extensions are 
310 and 311. Notifications and requests should be sent 
at least two weeks prior to an activity. Events planned 
for this semester should be brought to Miss Collier’s 
attention immediately.
Mattiwilda Dobbs, reknown opera singer, is holding 
a class this semester, Wednesday, 4:30-5:30 p.m. and it 
is open to the non-music majors. Class will involve 
history and appreciation of opera, listening sessions. 
For further information contact Ms. Dobbs, Music 
Department — Spelman College.
Groove Phi Groove fellowship, founded by young 
men at Morgan State College in 1962, will establish 
charter chapters at Morehouse, Morris Brown and Clark 
Colleges this fall.
The fellowship, formed to study and help solve the 
problems faced by college men, has more than 38 
chapters throughout the nation.
Groove Phi Groove’s purpose is to promote 
academic awareness and good ethical standards among 
college men.
Any man interested in becoming a part of this 
organization should contact the following persons:
Morehouse: Kevin Rhodes Rm. 318 Hubert Hall
Clark: Fred Bryant Rm 326 Brawley Hall
Morris Brown: Robert T. Russell Border Tower
523-9388
with the ship your class­
room and the world your 
campus . . . combining ac- 
credited studies with fasci­
nating visits to the fabled 
ports of the Orient, Africa, 
and the Americas. Over 
10,000 students from 450 
colleges have already sailed 
with WCA — join them! Fi­
nancial aid available. Write 
today for free catalog. 
WCA, Chapman College 
Box F, Orange, CA 92666
Newcomer
Mr. Blue & White — Larry Carter
Darryl Jackson - 1st Runner Up
by Carolyn Woods
Last year ears and eyes turned toward Atlanta, as 
rumbles of its becoming an international city were 
heard throughout the nation. Since that time, 
industrious blacks, interested in achieving financial 
success have migrated to Atlanta in large numbers.
Authur Blue, a Winston-Salem, North Carolina 
native arrived in Atlanta during April. He was under 
assignment with Third World Studios of Winston-Salem 
to take pictures of students at Clark and Spelman 
Colleges.
Blue found Atlanta to be comfortable and likeable 
place and decided to stay here and open up his own 
photography business. He is now assigned as the 
yearbook photographer at Spelman, and also works with 
the Public Relations office.
“Eventually I hope to build a photography 
company here. One that will offer schools good first 
rate potraits at the lowest possible cost. I consider my 
employment at Spelman College to be the birth of that 
dream”.







COSMETOLOGISTS WHO CARE ABOUT YOUR HAIR
NANCY JACKSON ROBERTS, OWNER 
285 ASHBY ST., S.W. PHONE 755-9358
5.1. Connie Moore-Senior-Virgo-Cincinati, Ohio-Child 
Development
“People should be able to come back home. It’s 
a matter of opinion. Whatever your values or 
beliefs are. If you are fighting for something 
you really don’t want to be fighting for then 
you really don’t have your own mind. Everyone 
is entitled to their own opinion.
3.
WHAT’S GOING ON ??
Marsha Hines-Freshman-Fisces-Bridgeport, Conn.- 
Psychology
“peoppe have their own set of values and I 
don’t believe people should be forced into 
anything; Since the war is over, I don’t see any 
reason to condemn them for their own 
opinion.”
Sammy Purde-Staff Assistant to Dean Allen-Virgo 
“I think it’s worthless and useless. It doesn’t 
serve any purpose. It’s like easing the 




Twuana Cook-Senior-Cancer-Pittsburgh, P.A.- 
Philosophy
“This is a primary step towards a movement 
that government is more for the people.”
4. Daryl Ross-Devry Tech. cancer-Sophomore-Suart, 
Florida-Computer Technology
“If a man doesn't want to fight, I don’t see any 
reason why he should be put in jail or can’t 
come back to his own native land.”
6. Marvin Gibbs-Senior-Morehouse-Aquarius-Markhum, 
HI .-Philosophy
“Amnesty should be unconditional. It should 
be put into effect as soon as possible.”
Karen Wade-Frechman-Virgo-pre-law, concentration 
in Sociology.
“Everybody should be entitled to their own 
opinion on whether they want to fight in a war 
or not. This is supposed to be a free country, so 
if they didn’t want to fight they should be
8. Shane Barnett-Junior-Cancer-Nassau, Bahamas- 
Journalism-Morehouse.
“Everyone should be given a second chance. 
You shouldn’t have to fight or be punished for 
something you don’t believe in.”
What’s Going on asks: 
How Do You Feel About
Amnesty?




you need.. . Checking Account... 
Savings Account... Home,
Car or Business Loan ... Safe 
Deposit Box... Trust Information ...
PIEDMONT AT HOUSTON






























which of course stuck out) 
for what seemed to be miles) 
and my patent leather shoes, 
ankle socks with a little lace, 
going to a bithday party 








rolling my hair up
on paper towels
(until “spoolies came out)




bringing quart cott bottles 
back to the corner store 
for a nickel refund and 
getting 2i back on the 
12 oz. bottles



















to the puerto rican store 

















and “simon sez” tenement houses
i remember hedges
mary janes that
squirrel nuts never inTiTiPfiroot beer barrels grew UllUUuU
5t popsicles broken glass
banana splits graffiti
mint juleps on the
red-hot dollars sidewalks as a child i would watch 
the trees become warmnickel candy bars and on the
wax candy walls of hues of wonder
spice cakes brick flats when fall fell
marshmallows and my and
and backyard learned also that love was edible
table-talk pies being one of that was when snow was white
somewhere the few ants were awesome
i learned around sandra did it with bummie and
the with any amount sunlight became rainbows on half/closed
difference of grass in it eyelids.
between black/and/white somehow, it looking back on it all
now didn’t i wonder what color is warm/and
i even how rubbing made me feel so good?
ca make
remember a difference debbi newton
projects, (then).
BLACK EXPRESSIONS
To Riley, my friend, sister and daughter written on 
8/11/74 to be read on your birthday, in rememberence 
of your father and the responsibility of life that has been 




as your womaness unfolds
listen for your ancestor whisper
and find your way by heavens grace
never to be distraught by condescending hissers.
Lil brown wonder
as your poking nipples begin to swell
extend your chest, forward, flouting them 
before the childed heavens 
to the eternal stars 
grasping for tomorrows dreams 
empiring goals on depth defying todays.
Sleep, play and grow free
celebrated nubian Goddess
and keep in your heart the peace which lies in your 
ability to listen to your ancestors whisper.
Unfold your womaness
with care and intelligence
with strength and faith
and you will arrive pouring effervescent 
beauty for all humanity to see.
Caress your mother and father
for their history is your bequeathed responsibility 
to continue
Love everyday, yourself, your fellowman 
love love itself,
remembering that a gift of love is a
gift that starts within.
Listen, lil brown girl
as your womanness unfolds
listen closely
to your ancestors whisper
until you find that you and
the spirit are one and the same.
Sheila Venson
untitled
Tears stand in the corner 
of my Eyes
waiting to be exposed 
Daily I open my eyes and
watch as the 
Tears increase in size
Finally one day they slowly 
march out, stepping onto
my jawbone,
Walking across my cheeks, 
down to my chin and jumping 
onto my shoulders;
As my tears are exposed they 
swiftly fade into nothiness 
Leaving me with a terrible 
feeling of grief 
It takes two weeks to form 
Tears and only a few hour’s
♦exposure in the world 
causes them to fade into 
nothiness
I grieve at the idea of 
shedding something that is 
such a deep part of me;
and yet each day I shed 
needless tears that swiftly 
fade away
It would be nice to keep 
the Tears hidden in the 
corner of my Eyes; 
safe from the harsh 
Realities of This world
But, the Tears stand in the 




by Rita D. Ford
Next to heart attacks, cancer is the second largest 
cause of deaths in America today. More than one million 
Americans were being treated for the disease in 1973, as 
approximately 675,000 new cancer cases were 
developing annually. If present rates continue, it is 
estimated that more than three million American men, 
women, and children will be victims of cancer in the 
next ten years.
It is difficult to put into words the experience of 
living with a disease, and with cancer the task becomes 
exceedingly more difficult. Cancer has no prejudices and 
may strike at any age. A case in point is the experience 
of Mrs. Jeanetta New, a Missouri wife, and mother of 
two young children, who revealed her tragic story in the 
September issue of the newsletter, Make Today Count.
At the age of 24, Jeanetta had to live with the 
“certain knowledge” that her 27 year old husband, Fred, 
was dying of cancer.
After many encounters with various doctors, Fred 
was diagnosed as having malignant melanoma, a 
fast-growing type of skin cancer. Although the surgeon 
had hoped to slow down the growth by removing all the 
tumor present, it was discovered in January that Fred 
had a brain tumor and a new one on his lung. By May, 
the cancer had spread to his liver, colon, and tailbone. 
Fred’s brain tumor and tailbone were treated with 
radiation and the other tumors with chemotherapy, but 
the chemotherapy was discontinued because of the ill 
effects it had on Fred. Jeanetta was told that her 
husband might live six months; maybe longer. From 
February to April Jeanetta described their family life as 
being “almost normal.” Then the pain returned and life 
became, once again, unbearable for Fred. Fred entered 
the hospital for three week with a running race between 
which would be destroyed first, his liver or his brain. He 
then returned home for ten days before finally going 
back to the hospital to stay.
The brain tumor began to grow again, one eye was 
completely gone, and his facial features became badly 
distorted. He lost the use of one arm and couldn't 
control his body functions. A tumor developed on his 
esophagus and he had to be fed intravenously. Fred 
gradually began to lose his mind, and his speech became 
so damaged one could hardly understand what he was 
saying. At this point Jeanetta said, “I am ready for Fred 
to die; I even wish it. Actually, Fred, the man I loved, 
died about a month ago. This person left is someone to 
be pitied, to be taken care of, someone who is so 
humiliated that he wishes for death himself.”
Five days after Jeanetta wrote this story to Make 
Today Count, her husband died. Jeanetta revealed this 
crucial experience so other victims would find comfort 
in knowing that they weren’t suffering alone.
No, cancer is not pleasant, but when it strikes a friend 
or loved one, what else can we do but try and live with 
it? Jeanetta knew that life must go on, so she planned to 
start her first child in school and pick up the pieces. So 
many times we look back and wish we had done this or 
that, but making today count should become 
everybody’s business. Life can be an overwhelming trial, 
as Jeanetta’s story proved. When we learn to accept that 
fact, everything else is easy.
Spelman Spotlight 
Staff






















by Kim Yasmin Gosier
There is an office in our midst that is of the utmost 
importance to the betterment of our college. The 
enthusiastic members are constantly concerning 
themselves with new ways to tighten the communication 
gap between the Spelman of today and the Spelman of 
yesterday. This is the Alumnae Office and all should be 
aware of its existance and functions
The Alumnae Office staff includes: Ernestine E. 
Brazeal, who is the Alumnae secretary. She has been 
carrying out functions for almost thirty years. Kathlene 
A. Jackson is her assistant and is the Coordinator of 
Alumnae Gifts and Records as well.
The Alumnae Office is responsible for relating and 
enlightening Spelman news to graduates and former 
students. The news ranges from the naming of the 
College Center (now Albert E. Manley College Center), 
to the achievement of a doctorate degree by a former 
Spelmanite. This news is circulated through The 
Spelman Messenger, the alumnae magazine which comes 
directly from the Alumnae Office, which is located in 
Rockefeller Hall, rooms 200 and 202.
The Alumnae Office is funded by the College. 
However, the actual organization, The National Spelman 
Alumnae Association, is a separate entity. Its members 
are Spelman graduates and former students all over the






320 Ashby St., S.W.
Atlanta, Ga.
Phone; 753-9453
We Specialize in all kinds of Styles & Service
PERMANENTS • CURLY NATURALS •
AFRO'S TRIMMED 
TO FIT YOU •
RECONDITIONING 
DAMAGED HAIR •
WIG STYLING • HAIR COLORING •
HAIR CUTTING •
Call or Visit Our Salon Soon For Your 
Next "Appointment"
WE OFFER SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE 
Women
Members of the Staff:
Rochelle Flemister, Vashie Whipple, Marian “Kittye” 
Cobb, Catherine Alston, Greer Geiger (graphics,) 
Michelle Morgan, Diedre Tanner, Brenda Cleveland, 
Robyn Mahone, Chiquita Haygood, Judy Gresham, Jacki 
Payne, Catherine Alston, Valory Mapp, Lee Novia V. 
Robinson, Daol B. Smith, Carolyn T. Woods, Shelia M. 
Bailey, Connaelia Moyston, Livinia Moyston, Mary 
Henley, Margaret Lee, Susan Johnson. Betty Harris, 
Karen Johnson, Iris Rocker, Rita Ford, Kim Gosier, Iris 
Jayne Richards, Arnold Houston, Tony Hawkins, Pamela 
Blatch, Nelwyn McDuffie, Angela Phoenix, Stephanie 
Nelson, Sylvia Washington, Vickie Felder, Vickie 
Bernard, and Jetta Edwards.
country. Spelman College has initiated a $16.9 million 
campaign to raise funds for the college. $250,000 of this 
campaign goal will be raised by the National Association, 
the remaining monies will be accounted for by 
co-operating corporations, foundations and friends of 
the college;
To you .... Spelman sisters of 1974-1978 .... be 
aware of those things that are beneficial to you. The 
Spelman Alumnae Office is “a direct partnership 
between the college and alumnae to strengthen the 
college’s role in society”, and their requisite is “adequate 
communication with all constituencies”, but they are 
also here for you. Each of you will be the Alumna of 
tomorrow, so know your advantages TODAY!
FAMILY PLANNING
by Debbi Newton
The following is part one of a three part series 
exploring the services and failities offered by the family 
planning clinic of the Atlanta University Center. The 
clinic is located on the Spelman College campus. Part 
one is an interview with the director of the clinic, Ms. 
Doris McLittle. Ms. McLittle received her Bachelor 
degree in Clinical Psychology and a Master of Science 
degree in Public Health with a concentration in 
population and family planning from the University of 
Michigan.
Family planning is both a concept and a health entity 
to plan your future life. It’s planning not only the 
number of children you have, it’s planning the spacing of 
them and it’s planning a life pattern. Family planning 
programs have been a stepping stone in providing 
health care for women,” according to Ms. Doris McLittle 
director of the A.U. Center family planning clinic.
Initiated in 1972 under the leadership of Spelman 
College President Albert E. Manley, the MacVicar 
Hospital based clinic is funded in part by the Georgia 
State Department and the Ford Foundation.
The clinic offers both medical and educational 
services. The medical services include: pelvic and breast 
examinations; pap tests; gonorrhea culture tests; 
henatocrits (blood tests); and urinalyses (testing for 
diabetes). In order to receive these services, students are 
required to submit both their full names and addresses. 
The educational portion offers formal and informal 
sessions; Human Sexuality and Family Planning and 
Population Growth are the two courses that are 
presently being offered.
Ms. McLittle has visited dormitories throughout the 
Center addressing the impact of family planning and 
human sexuality. She has also lectured at convocations 
and class seminars on the subjects.
However, despite the innovations in sex-related 
health care services offered here in the center, only an 
estimated ten percent of the students are currently 
employing the services. Moreover, even this small 
percentage comprises mostly Spelman students.
Avant-garde adversaries espousing their views on 
family planning declare it a subtle approach to genocide; 
a means of checking population growth.
“I would not say check population growth,” assessed 
Ms. McLittle, “Family planning is a means of reducing 
the fertility rate or the fertility level. It cannot actually 
check population growth.”
The clinic hours are Monday and Thursday, 5-8 pan. 
Dr. Elija Jones is the medical doctor in charge.
NEXT ISSUE: Medical Directives in Family Planning 




To ascend, you must begin at a lower level and 
progress. No one landed on Mount Everest, they had to 
begin at the bottom and continue the grueling feat.
Greer Geiger is a Spelmanite who is climbing her 
mountain. Born January 24, 1955, in Nashville, 
Tennessee, Greer is now a Georgian. When I asked what 
her astrological sign was, she replied staunchly 
“Aquarius” as if there were no others.
Greer is a junior majoring in pre-medicine. Her career 
goal is academic medicine, teaching and practicing in her 
field.
While some of the party oriented youth boogied 
down to the vibes of Herbie Hancock and Bohannon, 
and the sports freaks like myself frequented the tennis 
courts this summer, Greer Geiger did her thing. At 
Harvard University in Boston, Massachusetts, she worked 
at the Cancer Research Institute synthesizing Peyrroline 
-5- Carboxylic Acid which is used in tests for 
characterizing enzymes in mammary gland tissues.
When time permits, Greer likes horseback riding, 
tennis, and swimming. She is also the SPOTLIGHT’S 
genius graphic designer.
Spelman wishes you luck Greer Geiger.
by Debbi Newton
Small black businesses are really feeling the crunch of 
post-Nixon inflation; while at the other extreme polar 
crime incidents continue to soar and isolate the black 
businessman from the Atlanta community.
Hank Thomas’ Dairy Queen located at 350 Ashby 
Street in the “not too thriving” Westend section of the 
city manages somehow to maintain the stance that Mr. 
Thomas took just over five years ago — at a time when, 
for aspiring young blacks in the nation, the souths 
phoenix had just begun the horizon.
Over the past year Hank’s Daurt Queen business has 
had to combat the arbitrary forces of the economic 
world as a result of sharp increases in the index prices of 
staple products; among which was a four hundred per 
cent increase in the cost of sugar. A mainstay in the ice 
cream business. Who absorbs these increasing costs? 
Well, according to Mr. Thomas, “Some of it is passed on 
to the consumer. Not all of it. Some of it we have to 
absorb ourselves but by and large a great deal is passed 
on to the consumer.”
When asked about his contribution to the surrounding 
community Mr. Thomas cites his employees as his 
investment and the contributions he has made in support 
of the Atlanta University Center. Mr. Thomas also 
employs Atlanta University Center students at his store.
Burgulary, robbery, and vandalism are among the 
gamut of “run-of-the-mill” problems faced in developing 
and maintaining a significant profit. Mr. Thomas feels 
strongly about black crime, especially the “rip off’ of 
the small black business. A long time civic leader in the 
Atlanta community, Mr. Thomas assesses the situation 
this way:
“Ten or fifteen years ago the main problem in 
Atlanta would have been the police; white policemen 
brutalizing black people. That is not the main problem 
now adays. You have thugs out there now brutalizing 
the back community. So we’re saying that just like we 
marched years ago during the time of sit-in 
demonstrations and the voter registration drive, 
protecting police brutality, now let’s turn around with 
that same religious zeal and march against criminal 
brutality."
FALL FASHION 1974
by Connaelia and Livinia Moyston
Fashion, according to Webster, is the mode of dress, 
manner, living, etc., prevailing in society.
In 1974, the key word is describing fashion is 
individualism. People are expressing their whole mode of 
style by being creative and beautiful.
According to the definition people are expressing 
their dress, manner, and living by allowing their second 
layer of skin to become their personality.
With this in mind, the designers have introduced their 
creations for the Fall season of 1974.
The new skirt and dress length this fall seems to be 
the below the knee version. This version of length brings 
back the old in a modern age.
This year on Spelman’s campus, the colors are really 
outstanding. Seen thus far are colors like soft autumn 
brown, blue, orange, red, and yellow. These colors have 
the freshness only nature has to offer.
These colors are not only for skirts, but for dresses, 
coats, blouses, sweaters, and anything that can be 
created with imagination. Accessories like scarves, shoes, 
belts, jewelry, purses, hats, can make a finishing touch to 
your garment. Large bulky sweaters, pants, suits, etc. 
made from fibers like wool, acrylic, polyester, etc. make 
a nice topping or addition to your wardrobe.
Shoes have a smooth leathery, patent, and suede look 
about them. The grain (especially the leather with its 
variety of colors) adds an interesting effect to the shoe, 
especially to the platform shoe and to the high boots.
Coats that are essential for the fall, are being adorned 
with hats, scarves, furs, boots, etc. One coat with 
different accessories can give you a desired look with a 
different crown effect. Whenever you are looking for a 
coat remember that you coat should go well with the 
other items that you have in your closet. Whether the 
coat is long, short, or medium in length, with the look of 
the forties, cape, or the classic, make sure the tailoring 
of the coat will go right along with your fall styles.
Blouses are frilly, soft, and silky this year. These 
blouses with their subtle soft hues make them perfect 
for pants, skirts, jeans, and suits. Also these blouses 
achieve the desired effect for the layered look.
Clothes will always be an expensive venture and one 
way to brighten and to add to your wardrobe is to do 
embroidery, stitching, or patchwork to add to your 
jeans, sweaters, blouses, dresses, suits, etc. These added 
extras make your clothing look more stylish and more 
exciting.




MITRE is a place which daily faces the challenge of minds over matter, and where, 
even more importantly, minds matter a lot. Since we're a nonprofit system engineering 
company operating wholly in the public interest and dealing with tough problems 
assigned to us by more than a score of governmental agencies, we know that our 
greatest resource is the human mind. And we know that the kind of mind we need also 
needs to know that it will be working on important problems with other professionals. 
What’s more, we'll be quite specific in spelling out your assignment to you. All of this 
because you matter... and because at MITRE, minds matter.
We are currently seeking new graduates to work in command and control systems, 
information processing systems, electronic surveillance systems, communications 
systems,.and environmental, health and other social systems.
If you’re an EE, Computer Science, Math, Operations Research, or Physics major, you 
could be working on problems in telecommunications, voice communications, micro- 
wave and digital signal processing, educational information systems, radar design, 
propagation studies or advanced modulation, coding, error control and data 
compression techniques.
Or, you might want to get involved with solid waste disposal techniques, digital informa­
tion systems, data handling and reduction, microprogramming techniques, data base 
structure, time sharing, text processing, management information systems, computer 
program design and development or evaluation of present day software for phase-over 
to next generation machines. These are just a few of the areas in which you might get 
involved at MITRE.
All of these positions require a minimum of a BS degree. If you have more than a 
bachelor's, that’s even better. Almost % of our 750 technical staff members have 
advanced degrees.
All these openings are at our corporate headquarters at Bedford, Massachusetts 
(suburban Boston). If you are interested and think you can meet our standards, send us 
your resume. Better yet, we'd like to talk to you on campus. Sign up at your Placement 
Office. We’ll be there on November 19 and 20.
Mr. Kenneth B. Keeler 
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SIDEWALKS UP!
by Carmea Williams
The administrators, the faculty and our upper 
classmen did a job on welcoming the class of ’78. This 
year we spared all them brand new kicks from Butler’s 
Shoes by adding new sidewalks as you trudge 
begrudgingly toward Giles Hall on them rainy hurricane 
Carmen-like days. And no longer will you hate having to 
sign over your work study check because never again will 
you need the money to get your soles fixed after a walk 
through three inches of genuine Georgia red clay. No 
buddieee, ain’t no more excuses, cause Spelman’s 
buildings and grounds has put sidewalk up! Yes, up from 
the side door of Giles Hall down to the curb, and up 
from the back streets of the Student (oops, I mean the 
Albert E. Manley College) Center to the door of the 
Rockefeller building. Who knows, maybe next year we’ll 
have shuttle buses to take wear and tear off the bottom 
of our feet after partying all weekend and then getting 
up Monday hitting the sidewalks to get to the eight 
o’clock class.
Say, did you check out the fixings on James, alias to 
upper classmen as Morehouse Hall? The interior is yet 
entirely new the spirit of past freshman classes will 
continue to roam and bring back fond memories.
aware of fashion and how they present themselves to the 
public. How we design ourselves is part of our 
individuality and personality. The key to the 1974 Fall 
fashion is creativity, innovation and last but not least 
individualism.
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